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First, I would like to give congrats to everyone who has graduated this year! (I'm sor-

ry for not writing this last month) I moved to Iki two and a half years ago. So, this is the
first graduating class that I have met as |st grade students. It was wonderful to see
you work hard and grow as people. Good luck!!!

Next, I would like to talk about the spring season, and how it is different in my
hometown. In Chicago, it still feels like winter. The weather is cold, and sometimes it
will still snow until late March or early April. April feels like the start of spring, and that
is our rainy season, followed by flowers blooming and weather getting warmer in May.
After long winters, we feel energized when the weather gets nicer. Many people clean
their homes during this time, similar to Japanese New Year.

In Japan, Spring is a time for change. Many people start a new school or job during
this time. In America, we don't have this same cultural signifance. However, as the sun
comes out, we do feel better. I always feel in a better mood and more motivated during
this time. Let's embrace new challenges and enjoy this season!
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