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ALTEU—FHREDIS A MERICBIRELLD ! |

Hello. How’re you doing? In this time’s column I'll write only in English. (5 [EII33EE7Z1T 1)

I'd like to write about the biggest difference between Japanese and NZ schools.
The biggest difference I've seen is taking responsibility for your futures. In NZ high school begins
when you are 12 or 13 years old. From when you are 15 years old you can stop going to school.
Japan is similar because you don’t have to go to high school.
When | was 15 years old, my favourite teacher told the class, “l don’t care if you don’t come to
class. | don't care if you fail. | don’t care if you don’t get into university.” It was our responsibility
to do our best, to ask questions, and to get what we wanted.
In NZ you have a blank notebook. Listening and taking notes are the student’s responsibility. Ap-
plying for university, applying for scholarships, applying for anything was our own responsibility.
Our teachers gave us support for our subjects, but our futures were our own responsibility.
| think the students on lki are so lucky. Your teachers work extremely hard for your sake. They
give you worksheets and extra problems. They help you apply for universities,
specialty schools and scholarships. They guide you on every step of the way.
There is already a system of support without asking.
You are lucky to get such special treatment. | hope you appreciate your teach-
ers and the staff at Iki High School. They work so hard for your sake.
| hope you take responsibility for your own futures and do you best!
Good luck. | hope I'll get to see you again.
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